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THE RAMBLER’S ASSOCIATION – TENDRING GROUP 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
HELD ON SATURDAY 9

th
 NOVEMBER 2013  

AT ST MARY’S CHURCH VESTRY, GREAT BENTLEY 
 
1 Opening by Chairman 

 
The Chairman welcomed approximately 40 members to the meeting. 

 
2 Apologies for Absence 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Jo Cassey, Julie Dick, Carl Griggs, John & Sylvia 
Rose, Jean Ward and Celia Wells.  

 
3 Approval of AGM 2012 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the 2012 AGM Minutes were approved as a correct record - proposed by 
David Cornell and seconded by Paul Fieldsend. 

 
4 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

  
There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 
5 Chairman’s Annual Report 

 
Jeff informed the meeting that  

♦ Kevin Ascott had died in February.  Kevin who had been the Essex Area District 
Footpath Officer would be sorely missed by both Jeff and the Area.    

♦ It had not been possible to attend the Essex Area AGM in Stock this year. 

♦ There are two big problems facing this Group; the first being a lack of leaders – which 
will be addressed in the Rambles Secretary’s Reports; the second being a reluctance 
of members willing to serve on the committee.  At the time of speaking, the committee 
lacked a Chairman and a Publicity Secretary.   

♦ In September the Group was left a donation of £500 by Ken Bromfield (our previous 
Auditor) – suggestions for its use will be sought under AOB – suggestions so far 
include First Aid Courses, Map Reading Courses, a brush cutter, a laptop and  a 
bench .   

In conclusion Jeff thanked all who had helped in any capacity during the year.  These 
included the catering team at the 2012 Barn Dance and Sarah Martin’s team at the 
Strawberry Cream Tea. 

 
6 Presentation of the Accounts by the Treasurer 

 
The audited accounts, showing an excess of income over expenditure for the financial year of 
£378.50 and a final bank balance of £2232.57, were circulated to all those present and are 
attached.   The Treasurer gave a detailed explanation of individual items of income and 
expenses for the year. A copy of the Notes to the Accounts is attached to these Minutes.  
 

7 Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
In Celia’s absence, Peter Wells read out the Report.  Group membership stands at 225 which 
is 25 less than last year.  During the year there have been 16 new members (some of whom 
were transfers in) and some have left.  Celia had taken 11 telephone enquiries from 
prospective members, of whom 6 had joined.  There are 9 Associate Members, each paying 
£3 per annum for our Programme.  Thanks were expressed to all those members who hand 
delivered the Programme.   
 
On behalf of Celia, Peter concluded by stating that Celia had enjoyed her 8 years as 
Membership Secretary and was now standing down. 
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8 Footpath Secretary’s Report  
  
 Jeff Coe explained that Network Rail were expected to start work on the Ardleigh crossing 

(known as “Abbots”).  An enquiry is to take place into proposed alterations to the PROW in 
Bradfield around Ragmarsh Farm.  It is hoped that the stile at Gravel Hill Woods has been 
replaced.  Jeff urged members to report PROW problems to ECC via the web site – problems 
should also be reported to himself.  
 

9 Rambles Secretaries’ Reports 
 
Sunday Walks – Julie’s Report was read by Paul Fieldsend.  Julie had found the compilation 
of the Sunday walk programme quite taxing, as there were a shortage of people willing to lead 
walks, if it had not been for Colchester Ramblers there would have been very few walks on 
the programme over the last year.  The winter program has a few spaces as people are not 
willing to lead them and some are on holiday for the period. The short Wednesday walks were 
well attended, quite often better attended than Sundays.   
 
Thursday Walks – Paul confirmed that he too had struggled to get sufficient leaders, although 
the Thursday Programme was full.  Short Walks leaders were particularly difficult to find – 
Paul was grateful to Joan Wilson for leading them and thanked her for doing so.  Paul finished 
by telling the meeting that without leaders there would be no walking programme. 
 

10 Walking Environment Officer’s Report  
 
Michael May had nothing to report. 
 

11 P3 Report 
 
Chris Palmer had little to report.  ECC had outsourced maintenance works to Ringwood 
Jacob and PROW funding had been cut.  Members were asked to report problems to ECC via 
the website and to the Footpath Officer. 
 

12 Election of Chairman 
 
No nominations were forthcoming from the floor – Jeff Coe was therefore voted in as 
Chairman having being nominated and seconded by Jo Harrison and Samantha Jess 
respectively. 
 

13 Election of Officers 
 
Prior to the meeting the following had been nominated and seconded:-  

� Treasurer     Jo Harrison 
� Secretary    Paul Fieldsend 
� Membership Secretary  Margaret Furnell 
� Sunday Rambles Secretary  Chris Palmer 
� Thursday Rambles Secretary June Fieldsend 
� Social Secretary   Jeff Coe 
� P3 Co-ordinator     Chris Palmer 
� Web Master    David Cornell 
 
Following approval by a show of hands, all the above were duly elected. 

 

� Publicity Secretary – Sarah Martin was nominated and seconded from the floor 
by Jeff Coe and Chris Palmer respectively. 
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14 Election of Committee Members 

 
Brian Mallett had been nominated and seconded and was confirmed by the meeting. 
After the meeting closed, Michael May informed those present that Julie Dick was willing to 
stand as a committee member.  She will be co-opted at the next committee meeting. 

 
15 Representatives to attend Area meetings 

 
No nominations were forthcoming.   

 
16 Appointment of Auditor 

 
Jo Harrison proposed Ken Pauley – seconded by Peter Wells. 
 

17 Vote of Thanks to Retiring Officers 
  

The Chairman thanked Julie Dick and Samantha Jess, both of whom were retiring from the 
committee. 
 
After 8 years as Membership Secretary, Celia Wells was standing down as Membership 
Secretary, and after 17 years as Secretary Ann Jones was standing down.  Both were 
thanked for their commitment during their time in office. 
 

18 Any Other Business 
 
o Christmas Meal – Jeff confirmed that his event was sold out. 
 
o Donation from Ken Bromfield – Members were asked for suggestions on how best to 

spend the £500 donated.  The following were mooted – Map Reading Courses, First Aid 
Courses and a Group Coach Outing.  It was pointed out that (1) those enrolled in the P3 
Group would receive free First Aid training and (2) experienced leaders would be able to 
teach map reading skills.  The next Programme should advertise the donation and ask for 
suggestions from the wider membership.  All suggestions made will be considered at the 
next committee meeting. 

 
o Short Thursday Walks – From the floor Mike Shipley was thanked for leading shorter 

Thursday walks.  Mike replied that he would still be leading “strolling” walks of 
approximately one hour in duration – followed by a pub visit.  To take part please contact 
him. 

 
o 2013 Barn Dance – Tickets for 23

rd
 November were going well with only a few left. 

 

o Vote of Thanks – As a former Chairman, Graham Langton gave a Vote of Thanks to Ann 
Jones and Celia Wells in behalf of himself and other former Chairmen as well as 
members of the Group. 

 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 15.20 and was followed by 
refreshments. 
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Notes to the Annual Accounts 

 
The Receipts and Payments statement is a summary of what has gone in and out of the bank account during 
the year ended 30th September 2013 in the usual format, with last year's figures alongside for comparison. 
 
RECEIPTS (left) 
There were no coach trips organised by Tendring Ramblers during the year but we did have the usual Barn 
Dance, raffle and Xmas lunch and we have continued with the coffee mornings.  The strawberry cream tea which 
was hosted this year by Len and Sarah Martin did not go through the books. 
RA Funding of £456.15 is 33% more than it should be due to a mix up between the Area Treasurer and our 
bankers, Unity Trust Bank.  The second payment of £152.05 was paid twice so we have had the first of next 
year's payments in advance. 
 
Advertising, which is money received from Ramblers Holidays and HF for adverts in our programme, includes 
£100 from last year which was received after the year end but a cheque from HF for £30 for the last programme 
was only received this week so goes into next year's accounts.  HF have reduced the amount which they pay for 
each black and white advert from £50 to £30. The donated item is committee expense which have been donated 
back to the group by individual members. 
 
PAYMENTS (right) 
Stationery decreased dramatically due to less social activity.  Postage remains similar due to an increase in 
postage rates, more programmes being sent by post and a stock of stamps at year end of £20.50. A change in 
policy regarding telephone calls has resulted in no claims being made by committee members. 
 
Mileage is the figure paid to committee members for attending meetings or for arranging the printing and 
collection of programmes.   
 
Committee Hospitality is the £5 a time paid to whoever hosts the committee meetings - come onto the committee 
and sample home made cakes! 
 
Car Parking is the £10 a time paid to village halls etc.  which allow us to park our cars for a ramble.  Perhaps it is 
time that figure was increased. 
 
The website figure is an annual fee plus some new software being used by our new website manager, Dave 
Cornell. 
 
There was no fee paid to the auditor as this was done by the area treasurer.  This year's auditor, Ken Pauley, has 
received two bottles of red wine and this cost will appear in next year's figures.   
 
The final Bank Balance is £2,232.57, an increase of £378.50 from the start of the year.  
 
The Income and Expenditure Account overleaf is an attempt to show in a more businesslike format the profits 
made on the social functions. So you can see that we made a profit on the barn dance and its raffle, and on the 
coffee mornings, at least on two of the three which took place during the year and a slight profit on the Xmas 
Lunch due to the rounding up of the cost per person. 
 
This statement also shows our total admin expenditure of £644.88, although you could deduct the £70 car 
parking from this as not being admin. 
 
The excess for the year now comes to £476.50, though this should really be reduced by £192.05 by the RA 
Funding and Advertising items already mentioned to £284.45.  Because we operate on a receipts and payments 
basis and not on an accruals and prepayments basis I have not shown this.  However the adjustments at the 
bottom of the page are because the barn dance, taking place in November each year, usually has costs 
and receipts straddling two accounting years and we now see the same excess income, or profit, for the year of 
£378.50. 
 
SUMMARY 
Our normal admin expenditure of £644.88 is more than our RA funding of £456.15 and even more than the 
£304.10 which the RA funding should have been.  We have an excess for the year due to income from the 
adverts and profits made on the barn dance and raffle.  In my opinion we have no worries about our future 
finances due to our large bank balance which has accumulated over the years and which is higher than 
necessary.  I shall be recommending that the committee looks at ways of reducing this legally and ethically. 
 There are funds available to groups over and above the capitation which is currently £95 per group plus 85p per 
member.  If we were ever in need of increased funds from RA via the Essex Area we would need to produce a 
budget proving our need and from discussions which I have had I believe that there would not be a problem.  A 
budget was produced this year for the committee, showing that we had no need of increased funding. 


