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THE RAMBLER’S ASSOCIATION – TENDRING GROUP 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

HELD ON SATURDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2012  
AT ST MARY’S CHURCH VESTRY, GREAT BENTLEY 

 
1 Opening by Chairman 

The Chairman welcomed approximately 50 members to the meeting. 
 

2 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Brian Mallett, Jo Cassey,  
Ann & Rowan Ward, Sarah & Len Martin, Chris Palmer and Jean Ward. 

 
3 Approval of AGM 2011 Minutes 

The Minutes of the 2011 AGM Minutes were proposed correct by Paul 
Fieldsend and seconded by Ted Wolton. 

 
4 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 Item (5) – Beaumont Hall 

The Chairman advised the meeting that we had lost the Beaumont Hall 
enquiry, because continued use of the disputed footpath over 20 years prior to 
its closure in 1999 could not be proved.  Ron Bond (our representative) had 
received expenses of £100 paid by Essex Area.  

 
5 Chairman’s Annual Report 

Essex Area AGM 2012 – Jeff was informed that ECC had digitised their entire 
definitive mapping, but at that time only the paper version was recognised 
legally.  The RA had been called upon to lobby government to get this 
changed.  The meeting was also informed that all group expenditure must be 
minuted.  Consequently at the February committee meeting, it was agreed to 
accept and abide by the financial practices recommended by the RA.  

 
Jeff informed the meeting that in April he had applied for the position of Group 
Footpath Officer and had in May been confirmed in post. 

 
A financial bonus this year had been to receive £300 per year for advertising 
HF and Ramblers Holidays in our programme. This arrangement  had been 
was  arranged by the Secretary Ann Jones. 

 
The committee’s July meeting was cut short following the resignation of the 
Treasurer, closely followed by that of the Social Secretary.  Jeff thanked Jo 
Harrison for taking over as Treasurer at short notice.  Jo had expected to join 
the committee as Publicity Officer, following the resignation of George Senk 
due to illness.  Jeff noted that a more dedicated Publicity Officer than George 
would be hard to find.   

 
Jeff thanked Celia Wells and Ann Jones for staying on the committee until the 
2013 AGM, to help maintain continuity with the new committee. 

 
Jeff gave the following average walks attendance figures  for the past year 

♦ Thursday longer walks 18 

♦ Thursday shorter walks 13  

♦ Wednesday walks 14  

♦ Sunday walks 14. 
 

Jeff ended by confirming that, provided he was re-elected, this would be his 
third and final year as Chairman. 
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6 Presentation of the Accounts by the Treasurer 
Jo confirmed that the accounts had been audited by the Area Treasurer, Paul 
Evans.  She gave an explanation of the items shown; in particular that 
£1129.74 (shown in red) is the decrease in the bank balance for the year, due 
to last year’s bank balance being inflated by monies paid in advance for 
Thursford.  The Income and Expenditure Statement shows an excess of 
expenditure over income of £147.74 – Jo considered that this did not 
constitute a problem as there are sufficient reserves.   

 
7 Membership Secretary’s Report 

Celia confirmed membership figures of 250, being an increase of 3.  The 
increase bucks the RA trend which is showing a decrease in membership.  
Over the year Celia had received 18 enquiries, resulting in 2 new members 
joining.  There are 9 associate members.  Celia thanked all those who deliver 
the programme by hand thus saving postage (and keeping fit at the same 
time). 

 
8 Footpath Secretary’s Report  

Jeff reported that this had been a bad year for footpath problems, in part 
because he is now informed of them.  ECC have changed the way they 
operate and are now in partnership with a contractor.  This year footpaths 
have not been cut back as often as previous years.  Rapeseed has caused 
problems, due to the wet weather as well as farmers growing more of it.  Even 
where cross field paths are reinstated, rape falls across and blocks paths as it 
grows – a problem not resolved until harvest. 

 
 Reinstatement, which should take place within 14 days, is not being enforced 

– in one instance it took complaints to the PROW Officer and intervention to 
enforce reinstatement of a potato field in Great Bentley.   

 
Footpath diversions in Tendring by Gravel Woods still do not have appropriate 
way marks despite being reported 4 times.   

 
The June re-opening of the rail crossing at Ardleigh (closed for 6 years) has 
been postponed until the end of the year.  Each year, Network Rail have to 
apply to the Secretary of State for Transport to authorise an extended closure.  
With this in mind, Jeff wrote to his MP, Douglas Carswell, who in turn wrote to 
the Secretary of State for Transport for an explanation.  A reply had been 
received, with the assurance that “Network Rail has now made a firm 
commitment to ECC that it will not apply for any further temporary closures 
and is aiming to approve for use and then install a warning lights system, 
known as Wave Train at Abbots level crossing before March 2013”. 

 
In response to a question from the floor, Jeff confirmed that where a footpath 
is blocked or has the potential to be blocked, the council should be contacted 
with details, supported with photographic evidence and a map reference.  Any 
problems reported to Jeff would be followed up. 

 
9 Rambles Secretaries’ Reports 

Thursday Walks -  Paul had completed 12 months of Thursday walks with no 
gaps, thanks to a regular 18 or 20 volunteers to lead – more leaders are 
needed.  Mike Shipley was thanked for leading Thursday shorter walks.  Mike 
can no longer commit to regular walks so far in advance but will still lead at 
short notice.  Walkers were asked to either telephone or e mail Mike to find 
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out when his next walk would be.  Mike would contact his regular walkers with 
details. Telephone and e mail numbers would be printed in the programme.   

 
Sunday Walks – Dorothy reported a good selection of shorter and longer 
walks. She confirmed that the December to April programme had three gaps 
as leaders had not been found.  Dorothy asked leaders to see her after the 
meeting if they could assist. This year’s Strawberry Cream Tea walk with Ruth 
and Rob Binnington was their last, although Sarah Martin had offered to host 
one in 2013.  The Christmas Carol walk on 10th December is well worth 
attending, this year Jo will lead the walk.  Dorothy thanked Ted Wolton for 
taking over the Wednesday short walks from Cliff Seaton. 

 
Dorothy confirmed that she was now standing down as Sunday Rambles 
Secretary after taking over from Gill Wringe in 2004.  Dorothy had enjoyed her 
tenure and wished Julie Dick every success in the post. 

 
10 Countryside Secretary’s Report  

Mike had little to report other than confirming that he scrutinised TDC planning 
applications as they arose. 

 
11 P3 Report 

In Chris’ absence, his report was read by David Cornell.  Earlier in the year 
the P3 team had applied for and received a grant from the RA to purchase 
tools (fork, spade, silky saw etc).  Chris Palmer, Jeff Coe and Paul Fieldsend 
had  attended  an ECC first aid course, run for P3 members, and had received 
pass certificates.  Several projects have been completed at Cudmore Grove 
(way marker discs), Wrabness (kissing gate), Mersea where the group 
assisted the local P3 group to remove stiles and clear undergrowth and more 
recently at Harwich to clear undergrowth with Harwich Society volunteers.   

 
Answering a question from the floor, it was confirmed that the P3 team can 
only carry out works when requested to do so by ECC.  The team would 
welcome more members. 

 
12 Election of Chairman 

The Secretary had received a nomination for Jeff Coe as Chairman – no other 
nominations being forthcoming, Jeff was re-elected as Chairman for the 
coming year.    

 
13 Election of Officers 

The following had been nominated and seconded:-  
� Treasurer    Jo Harrison 
� Secretary    Ann Jones 
� Membership Secretary  Celia Wells 
� Sunday Rambles Secretary Julie Dick 
� Thursday Rambles Secretary Paul Fieldsend 
� Countryside Secretary    Michael May 
� P3 Co-ordinator    Chris Palmer 
� Web Master   David Cornell 

All the above were duly elected. 
 

It was noted that the posts of Social Secretary and Publicity Secretary 
remained vacant – associated work would be carried out by members of the 
committee.   
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14 Election of Committee Members 
The following had been nominated and seconded:- 
Margaret Furnell, Brian Mallett, June Fieldsend and Sarah Martin.  From the 
floor Samantha Jess was nominated by Mike Shipley and seconded by 
Margaret Furnell as a committee member.  All were duly elected. 

 
15 Representatives to attend Area meetings 

No nominations were forthcoming.   
 

16 Appointment of Auditor 
The appointment of Auditor was deferred until later in the year, with the 
proviso that if no other was appointed and then Paul Evans would be asked to 
carry out the audit. 

 
17 Vote of Thanks to Retiring Officers 
 Jeff reported 7 Officers and Committee Members were retiring this year. 

� Dorothy Seaton who had completed 9 years as Sunday Rambles 
Secretary 

� George Senk who had completed 5 years – 3 of which were as 
Publicity Secretary 

� Graham Langton after 9 years – 3 of which as Chairman 
� Peter Wells who had completed 11 years – 8 of which as Thursday 

Rambles Secretary 
� Reg Richer after some 15 years – 9 of which as Social Secretary 
� Dot Richer after an incredible 16 year as Treasurer 
� Ann Ward had served since 1992  – including 4 as Rambles Secretary 
 

Jeff invited all those in attendance to join him in thanking the retirees for the 
time and effort they have put in – possibly never to be equalled. 

 
18 Any Other Business 

Web Site 
It was confirmed that to date there had been 20213 hits on the web site. 

 
Christmas Meal 
To date 31 members are attending the Christmas Meal at the Black Boy, 
Weeley.  The meal will be preceded by a choice of 2 walks of approximately 6 
and 4 miles.   

 
Cancelled Walks 
Ted Wolton apologised that he had had to cancel his walk at Holland on Sea 
due to having had an operation.  Cancelled walks are noted on the web site, 
but some members do not have internet access.  Ted put forward a 
suggestion that a “buddy system” be considered whereby members with 
internet access, who know members without access, inform them of 
cancellations by telephone.  This suggestion was welcomed and mention will 
be put in the Programme. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 15.20 and was 
followed by refreshments. 


